
Candidate’s Name: Adrian Jordan 

Ward: Five 

1. Why are you running for this office?

As a DCPS graduate, parent and education activist, I have been committed to fighting for better
education outcomes for all Ward 5 schools. Having served as a policy analyst covering education for the
Council of the District of Columbia, I saw many of the inequities present in our education system. As a
parent I witnessed first hand the lack of true choice in a "choice" system. I'm running to use my personal
and professional experience to provide a unique viewpoint to the board and to be the chief education
advocate for Ward 5.

2. How will you engage your constituents, parents, teachers, students and the community?

As a former Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, I created several methods to communicate with my
constituents. When elected, in addition to attending all community meetings, I pledge to use email,
social media, and old school block captains, to stay in contact with all stakeholder groups. I will also hold
routine office hours around the Ward for parents and other stakeholders to meet with me personally.

3. What qualifications do you bring to the office of State Board of Education, including your professional
or personal experience with public education in our city?

I have served as a senior policy analyst for the Ward 5 office of the Council of the District of Columbia
with a primary focus on education and the Committee on Education. Additionally I served in the Office
of the Budget Director as a senior budget analyst covering school modernization funding and the
operating budget. Most importantly I am a parent who has visited every school in the Ward and was one
of three District residents to attend the National Parent Leadership Institute hosted by Innovate Public
Schools. Lastly, I am a product of DCPS who attended school out of boundary and uniquely understand
many of the issues our students currently face.

4. Under Mayoral Control of education, in effect since 2007, the State Board of Education has very
limited authority over policy. Do you believe their authority should be expanded? Yes ____ No____ If
Yes, in what areas?

I believe that the Board should be able to initiate policy in place of just voting on policy as presented by
OSSE. To go further, I believe OSSE should be an independent agency.

5. Should charter schools be subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the open meetings
laws for boards of directors? Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer.

As a member of the Two Rivers PCS Board of Trustees, (5 years) I advocate for open meetings and
compliance with FOIA request. I would like to see resources devoted to charter LEA's to accomplish any
IT upgrades and compliance while being implemented by the DCPCSB. If public charter schools are
considered public, then they must follow traditional norms such as open meetings.

6. In 2016 the State Board of Education made important recommendations for how schools in the
District of Columbia should be judged as succeeding or not, consistent with the Federal ESSA (Every



Child Succeeds Act). They included putting in place a star rating for each school - 1 to 5 stars. Do you 
believe the metrics proposed for that rating system capture school quality?   Yes ___No___ Please explain 
your answer. 

I currently support the metrics as it is the first attempt to allow parents an actual "apples to apples" 
comparison. Currently parents use several varying metrics to decide where to enroll their child. As this is 
implemented changes can be made based on lessons learned. Furthermore, I believe the focus should 
be less on the star rating and more on improvement plans associated with each level. OSSE should take 
the lead on improvement planning for all schools and not defer to DCPS or the DCPCSB 

7. Last year, DCPS was embroiled in a series of scandals around graduation rates, leading to calls for an
independent research entity to provide better analysis of how our schools are doing. Do you agree
that such an entity, outside of the control of the Mayor, is needed? Yes ____ or No_____ If yes, what
do you think would be the most sensible model?

I do agree and I believe it should be independent. I believe the most appropriate model would be for an
independent research collaborative working in conjunction with an independent OSSE.

8. The State Board of Education voted on and approved the use in DC of the PARCC test to satisfy federal
testing requirements under ESSA. Only 3 states and DC are now committed to using PARCC. Some
states have advocated de-emphasizing standardized testing as the measure of success in education.
How do you view the role of standardized testing in DC schools?

While standardize testing in only one metric of analyzing success, I believe the District should remain
committed to PARCC for the near term. In the last several years the District has changed standardized
test vendors. This does not allow for growth metrics to be accurately analyzed nor for 5 goal planning to
be accurately tracked. For instance the 2012-2017 used DC CAS as a metric, however, the District
migrated to PARCC and these goals were never mentioned again.

9. Almost half of DC students now attend public charter, not neighborhood schools in the District of
Columbia. We have over 200 publicly funded schools and 66 separate school systems (65 charter
school systems and DCPS). Up to 20 new charter schools can open each year. Should the Council
and/or Mayor have the authority to limit the expansion of charter schools? Yes____ No____ Please
explain your answer.

I believe in supply and demand. If parents believed that their neighborhood school would provide a
quality education for their child, we would see a retrenchment of public charter schools. As an example
in Ward 3, there are no public charter schools and several quality traditional public schools. We must fix
and support our community schools first.

10. Should the Council and/or Mayor have authority over charter school siting (where they are located)?
Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer.

DC is a diverse city with needs varying from Ward to Ward and even various neighborhoods within a
Ward. If a charter school is needed, market forces should determine its location.

11. The following issues are of great concern in our city. Which of these issues do you think is most
important and why?

 Funding equity
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 School diversity/ integration
 Giving disadvantaged student subgroups priority access to schools if they serve less than the

district average
 Expanding the number and support for educators of color

Funding equity - Local school leaders should have greater autonomy in programming their school budget 
as well as transparency with regards to school funding. Within DCPS each dollar does not follow the 
student, in its place DCPS funds buildings. With at-risk funding added to combat the inequities present in 
affluent areas, there must be more transparency in how DCPS budgets and utilizes at-risk funding. 

12. The DC State Board of Education had a representative on the Mayor's Cross-Sector Collaboration Task
Force. Earlier this year, the task force put forward draft recommendations related to improving
outcomes for at-risk students and creating a framework for coordinating planning decisions between
DCPS and charter schools. Which recommendation do you think is the most important and why?

Creating an additional preference for those deemed at-risk, would help to serve our most vulnerable
children by expanding access to top schools.

13. How should the SBOE hold the Office of the State Superintendent of Education accountable?

In addition to being able to initiate policy the SBOE should be able to provide an overall evaluation on
the performance of OSSE. I do believe that an independent OSSE, as presented by Councilmember
Grosso's legislation, would go a long way in restoring trust in the system.




