
Candidate’s Name: Dora Currea 

Ward: Three 

1. Why are you running for this office? 

DC's economy is doing well and we are planning for the future with the Master Facilities Plan and new 
education sector leadership. It's an opportune time to address the expected growth in public school 
enrollment in an inclusive progressive way. It's time for sustained concerted action to tackle 
overcrowding in Ward 3 and the achievement gap districtwide. 

2. How will you engage your constituents, parents, teachers, students and the community? 
 
In performing its role (approving state standards and accountability requirements), SBOE members can 
bring the varied stakeholders mentioned to a dialog about education policy. They are the point of 
contact for parent teacher organizations, school leaders, and community members. They attend their 
meetings, stay informed about issues and concerns as well as inform Ward constituents about upcoming 
decisions and processes that affect DC schools.  
 

3. What qualifications do you bring to the office of State Board of Education, including your professional 
or personal experience with public education in our city? 
 
I bring classroom experience from a Title 1 public high school where I encountered challenges that DC 
teachers face in less affluent wards. I volunteered as a teacher's aide in the summer program at CHEC. 
My son is an Eaton alumnus who also attended other schools in Ward 3. I have over 20 years of 
experience in policy analysis as an international development professional seeking to broaden socio-
economic opportunities. My graduate work in urban planning focused my career early on to the 
challenges of housing and urban development.  
 

4. Under Mayoral Control of education, in effect since 2007, the State Board of Education has very 
limited authority over policy. Do you believe their authority should be expanded? Yes ____ No____ If 
Yes, in what areas? 

As noted in its website, SBOE's mission is "to provide policy leadership." The Board's authority to 
approve or reject standards and accountability requirements is explicit, but "the advise and review for 
approval of statewide educational...policies (Bylaws, 1.2)" does not seem to have a specific timetable or 
process. An explicit call for an educational plan where the Mayor's representative presents a vision and 
policy directives for the sector could provide a way to make operational SBOEs policy role.  

5. Should charter schools be subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the open meetings 
laws for boards of directors? Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 

Charter schools and other entities that receive public financing and are providing a public service should 
be subject to the same informational requirements as public sector entities engaged in a similar 
purpose. 

6. In 2016 the State Board of Education made important recommendations for how schools in the 
District of Columbia should be judged as succeeding or not, consistent with the Federal ESSA (Every 



Child Succeeds Act). They included putting in place a star rating for each school - 1 to 5 stars. Do you 
believe the metrics proposed for that rating system capture school quality? Yes__ No___ Please 
explain your answer. 

I believe that the proposed metrics are a first step in identifying proxies for school quality. The proposal 
includes review of the rating system and pilots to eventually incorporate school climate surveys, an 
access to opportunities measure, and a high school growth measure. The summary measure of 1 to 5 
stars is being de-emphasized;  parents will be encouraged to look at the components of the ratings in 
order to use them to make decisions about those subgroup metrics that are most important in choosing 
a school for their child. There are compelling recommendations for adjustment in weights related to 
schools that serve at risk populations and towards growth vs achievement. Finally, there is a call for a 
deeper evaluation of using PARCC. 

7. Last year, DCPS was embroiled in a series of scandals around graduation rates, leading to calls for an 
independent research entity to provide better analysis of how our schools are doing. Do you agree 
that such an entity, outside of the control of the Mayor, is needed? Yes ____ or No_____ If yes, what 
do you think would be the most sensible model? 

I believe that independent academic research is critical for an analysis of how effectively DC schools are 
fulfilling their socio-economic mission. I do not believe that such research should be conflated with audit 
and compliance functions that are the purview of the auditor. As in all institutions, problems with the 
integrity of data and processes should lead to a strengthening of internal controls and audit 
mechanisms. It falls to external auditors, in this case the Auditor reporting to the Council, to monitor the 
timely implementation of improvements. 

8. The State Board of Education voted on and approved the use in DC of the PARCC test to satisfy federal 
testing requirements under ESSA. Only 3 states and DC are now committed to using PARCC. Some 
states have advocated de-emphasizing standardized testing as the measure of success in education. 
How do you view the role of standardized testing in DC schools? 

The ESSA State Plan explains use of PARCC by citing a study that links success in 1st year college courses 
and the content tested in PARCC. Nonetheless as noted in answer to question #7, there are calls for a 
deeper analysis of whether PARCC should be the basis of a heavily weighted achievement and growth 
metric. Standardized tests have been the basis of nationwide benchmarking that is useful for 
comparative research. If there are so few comparators then this deeper analysis should include a review 
of alternatives to standardized testing.  

9. Almost half of DC students now attend public charter, not neighborhood schools in the District of 
Columbia. We have over 200 publicly funded schools and 66 separate school systems (65 charter 
school systems and DCPS). Up to 20 new charter schools can open each year. Should the Council 
and/or Mayor have the authority to limit the expansion of charter schools? Yes____ No____ Please 
explain your answer. 

Charters now represent half the budget and enrollment in DC public schools. With Mayoral control, the 
Mayor should set the vision for education consistent with an overall vision for the development of the 
district. Given that vision, there should be corresponding educational policy directives regarding how 



traditional public schools and charters should be deployed to fulfil educational goals in the most cost-
effective manner. 

10. Should the Council and/or Mayor have authority over charter school siting (where they are located)? 
Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 

The reasoning is noted in the answer to question #9. 

11. The following issues are of great concern in our city. Which of these issues do you think is most 
important and why?  

 Funding equity  
 School diversity/ integration  
 Giving disadvantaged student subgroups priority access to schools if they serve less than the 

district average  
 Expanding the number and support for educators of color 

Of the issues listed, the most important is funding equity, where equity refers to assigning resources 
commensurate with needs.The per pupil funding formula was designed to address funding inequities. 
However, neither the level of resources allocated nor their use achieves the intended purpose. First, the 
level has not kept pace with inflation adjusted requirements. Second, at risk funds are sometimes used 
to cover general needs not covered by the inadequate base formula. Finally, providing the funding is by 
itself not enough to deal with the achievement gap, a sustained and concerted effort by education 
agencies and other district departments is needed.  

12. The DC State Board of Education had a representative on the Mayor's Cross-Sector Collaboration Task 
Force. Earlier this year, the task force put forward draft recommendations related to improving 
outcomes for at-risk students and creating a framework for coordinating planning decisions between 
DCPS and charter schools. Which recommendation do you think is the most important and why? 

The recommendations are related. It is a tactical decision whether to establish a planning and 
coordinating mechanism for general purposes or to pilot that mechanism by focusing on a specific 
challenge such as addressing the needs of at-risk students. The latter should be a priority and is in line 
with my recommendation for a concerted effort to address the achievement gap. A potential 
disadvantage is that this effort will be limited to select neighborhoods and we may miss opportunities to 
advance on a broader sector planning effort that is also needed. 

13. How should the SBOE hold the Office of the State Superintendent of Education accountable? 

SBOE should continue to exercise its role to approve or reject standards and accountability 
requirements proposed by OSSE. The Board should persist in questioning data and analyses presented 
that do not appear consistent with the information albeit anecdotal (from stakeholder engagement) or 
resulting from statistical analyses (developed outside the public sector). It can call upon the Mayor's 
representative to respond to these concerns and engage with the Council to call for the involvement of 
the Auditor.   


