
Candidate’s Name: Elani Lawrence  

Ward: Four  

1. Why are you running for this office? 

I believe in equity for all students across the city. All children deserve a rigorous education and should 
be able to graduate to be college and career ready. I understand the role of the SBOE to promote 
academic achievement and equity through policy, leadership, enagagement, support, advocacy and 
oversight.  As a DCPS graduate, educator and mom with kids in DC Public Charter Schools, I believe I can 
bring a unique perspective to the SBOE. 

2. How will you engage your constituents, parents, teachers, students and the community? 
 
I will engage with my constituents, parents, teachers, students and the community by participating in 
community meetings, such as community associations, ANC and parent teacher associations.  
Additionally, I will engage with parent advisory councils for agencies, such as My School DC, parent 
advocacy groups such as PAVE (Parents Amplifying Voices in Edcuation) and work directly with schools 
to engage with students.    
 

3. What qualifications do you bring to the office of State Board of Education, including your professional 
or personal experience with public education in our city? 
 
I have been an educator for the past 22 years, with the past 6 years being a middle school teacher and 
school administrator in the charter school sector in DC.  I have most recently worked in parent 
engagement efforts to help families learn about the DC schools, understand the My School DC lottery 
process, and facilitated and participated in focus groups for the new school report card.  Last year I 
served on the Parent Leader in Education Board for Ward 4 for PAVE and advocated for the increase in 
out of school time funding.  I am a DCPS graduate and a parent with children in DC schools and care 
deeply about providing high quality education to all students.   
 

4. Under Mayoral Control of education, in effect since 2007, the State Board of Education has very 
limited authority over policy. Do you believe their authority should be expanded? Yes ____ No____ If 
Yes, in what areas? 

I believe that we are under-utilizing the role of the independent SBOE.  I think we can expand the 
role/authority of the SBOE to increase the ability for the SBOE to serve as a an independent body.  I 
would be interested in exploring how the SBOE could more actively lead on researching and examining 
data about our schools and playing a leading role on the state of education in the District.  

5. Should charter schools be subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the open meetings 
laws for boards of directors? Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 

I believe that the Public Charter School Board has the most important role to play here.  They are 
responsible for managing the agreements with charter schools through the contractual agreements they 
have with the schools.  While as a parent I do have concerns about the transparency and access to 
information, I do not know that this is the correct approach to address this issue. 



6. In 2016 the State Board of Education made important recommendations for how schools in the 
District of Columbia should be judged as succeeding or not, consistent with the Federal ESSA (Every 
Child Succeeds Act). They included putting in place a star rating for each school - 1 to 5 stars. Do you 
believe the metrics proposed for that rating system capture school quality? Yes__ No___ Please 
explain your answer. 

I think the rating system is an important first step.  It captures important measures like academic 
performance, academic growth and school environment.  I think we will have to be vigilant to evaluate 
the ratings and hear public input and feedback to the ratings and answer to public questions about how 
they believe these ratings adequately or inadequately represent their schools. 

7. Last year, DCPS was embroiled in a series of scandals around graduation rates, leading to calls for an 
independent research entity to provide better analysis of how our schools are doing. Do you agree 
that such an entity, outside of the control of the Mayor, is needed? Yes ____ or No_____ If yes, what 
do you think would be the most sensible model? 

I believe that leveraging the independence of the SBOE is the appropriate approach.  The SBOE as 
independent elected officials accountable to the voters could play this role with the proper resources to 
do this work.  Effectively and objectively researching education in the District will rely on both officials 
acknowledging the responsibility we have for the education of all children and balancing the unique 
governance situation we have in the District. 

8. The State Board of Education voted on and approved the use in DC of the PARCC test to satisfy federal 
testing requirements under ESSA. Only 3 states and DC are now committed to using PARCC. Some 
states have advocated de-emphasizing standardized testing as the measure of success in education. 
How do you view the role of standardized testing in DC schools? 

I believe standardized tests provide important data on student learning.  They are not the only measure.  
Testing should be used to assess students learning and target interventions and resources to improve 
student learning.  It is important to stay committed to rigorous college and career ready standards.  The 
data these assessments provide us should influence the policy decisions we make to effectively support 
educators in meeting students’ needs.  

9. Almost half of DC students now attend public charter, not neighborhood schools in the District of 
Columbia. We have over 200 publicly funded schools and 66 separate school systems (65 charter 
school systems and DCPS). Up to 20 new charter schools can open each year. Should the Council 
and/or Mayor have the authority to limit the expansion of charter schools? Yes____ No____ Please 
explain your answer. 

The PCSB has a responsibility for managing decisions on charter applicant approvals.  Additionally, the 
Mayor has influence through appointment of board members and the Council has influence through its 
oversight of the PCSB.  It is through those appointments that the Council and Mayor can impact charter 
school approvals and expansion. 

10. Should the Council and/or Mayor have authority over charter school siting (where they are located)? 
Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 



We need to make public school buildings available to charters.  Public school students should have 
access to public schools buildings.  District residents and tax payers are having their tax dollars wasted or 
misused when this is not the case. 

11. The following issues are of great concern in our city. Which of these issues do you think is most 
important and why?  
a. Funding equity  
b. School diversity/ integration  
c. Giving disadvantaged student subgroups priority access to schools if they serve less than the 

district average  
d. Expanding the number and support for educators of color 

All of these are important and in many ways related to each other.  I believe that expanding the number 
and support for educators of color should be a priority.   This can have an important impact on students 
and their achievement.  Students need to have role models that look like them.  Additionally, I  believe 
the high rate of turnover is due to lack of support that is given to teachers and undercuts attempts to 
achieve equity.  

12. The DC State Board of Education had a representative on the Mayor's Cross-Sector Collaboration Task 
Force. Earlier this year, the task force put forward draft recommendations related to improving 
outcomes for at-risk students and creating a framework for coordinating planning decisions between 
DCPS and charter schools. Which recommendation do you think is the most important and why? 

Objective 2:  Invest in efforts to identify, share and expand programs that serve at-risk students 
effectively is most important.  I believe this because our ability to determine and scale effective 
approaches is desperately needed for the District's most at-risk students.  Expanding effective 
approaches and communicating them to the public will be important to build public support and 
growing resources to appropriately educate all kids. 

13. How should the SBOE hold the Office of the State Superintendent of Education accountable? 

The SBOE should partner with the Council to ensure accountability.  I believe that board members 
individually and collectively need to work to communicate the realities of the state of education in the 
District and help the Council better understand how they can hold OSSE accountable through their 
oversight processes.  Additionally, board member should communicate with their constituents about the 
work and performance of OSSE so residents can better understand how OSSE works and performs. 


